Community News
MAYOR’S MESSAGE DECEMBER 2013
It has been an extremely busy couple of months
since the last newsletter for me personally as well as
Council generally. A drought that won’t quit is
putting extreme pressure on our grazing community
and is impacting on all other sections of the shire as
well. One of the greatest pressures on graziers is the
constant worry you have trying to solve the never
ending array of problems that present themselves.
Frustratingly, rain is generally the only thing that
can really help.
The lack of water has also made it very difficult for
council to keep the road reconstruction program
going. We are very aware of the absurdity of
destroying more road than you in fact build because
of the dry conditions. It has been made quite clear
to all the managers that the priority is not to get as
much money spent by a certain time but to ensure
that our road network will be in an improved state
at the end of the program, whenever that may be.
At this point it still has to be completed by June
2014.
In the last couple of months I have been involved in
a number of meetings about the future of the rail in
Quilpie. I have met with State Government MP’s,
senior management of Department of Transport &
Main Roads, Aurizon and meat processors. There is
no clear solution although we are certainly finding
out what the real issues are that is preventing this
service from operating effectively.
The Government has recently set up a committee to
review the rail system and it is being chaired by
member for Warrego, Howard Hobbs. Howard has
informed me that their task is to “fix the rail”. It is
certainly not to close it. We are talking about
freight, including cattle, not passenger. The
Westlander is on shaky ground and the future of
that service is still being resolved. I will certainly stay
engaged in the government process.
I attended the final summit on the “QLD Plan” and
there are some clear outcomes that will be
legislated and become part of normal government
operations. One of these is “regionalisation” with a

target set of having 50% of the QLD population
living outside the South East corner in 30 years. If
the population forecasts are correct this will mean a
massive increase in numbers of people across the
regions. I think we have to plan our future believing
that some of that population increase will come to
our shire.
I was recently invited to be a member of the
Resource Communities Advisory Group set up by
the Local Government Association of Qld (LGAQ).
This is to advise them on their approach to working
with government regarding resource companies and
their interaction with local government. How we
manage the resource industry in the Quilpie shire is,
I believe, going to be vital in the coming years.
It gives us real opportunity to source funds through
the Royalty for Regions (R4R) program and this is
the only real avenue to source substantial funds
from government at the moment. Council has had
two R4R applications short listed for possible
funding next year. One is to supply mobile phone
coverage to a wide area west of Quilpie including
sections of the Windorah road, the township of
Eromanga and much of the area in between. The
other application is for $1M to go into an upgrade of
the Kyabra Road. Fingers crossed that we are
successful as this will provide much needed
construction work for our workforce next year.
The Quilpie Hospital now has two doctors who, I
believe, have agreed to do at least 12 months in
Quilpie on a two week exchange roster. This is in
line with a new model proposed by the South West
Health Board with the emphasis put on a “resident”
doctor rather than a “permanent” one. To me this
makes sense as a permanent doctor needs time off
where they are replaced by a relieving doctor
anyway. This new model will bring some continuity
to the service.
I would like to wish everyone a Happy Christmas
and New Year and only hope that we all get the one
thing we desperately need, rain!!
Regards, Stuart Mackenzie

POSITION VACANT - FINAL TRIM GRADER OPERATOR

Quilpie Shire Council is seeking applicants, closing with the undersigned at 5.00pm on Monday 13th January
2014 for the above position in our Works Department.
The position will involve Main Roads and Council road works and the successful applicant will be required to
provide services to a final trim standard for road construction works.
Conditions of employment shall be in accordance with the provisions of the Queensland Local Government
Employees Award (State) and Councils Enterprise Bargaining Agreement. Salary will be determined relative
to experience and qualifications and is negotiable.
Appointment in the first instance will be on the basis of a three month probation period. Subject to
satisfactory performance, appointment will be made to a permanent position.
Council employees work a nine day fortnight and the successful applicants will be required to camp out
when necessary.
The applicants may be required to attend an interview. The successful applicants will be required to satisfy a
medical examination and drug test prior to commencement date.
Applications including details of qualifications, experience and personal particulars along with the names of
two (2) referees who can comment on current work performances.
Further particulars regarding the position can be obtained from Dennis Kerr
(Works Manager) on (07) 4656 0500 during work hours.
BROADBAND FOR SENIORS
Quilpie Shire Council has been successful in obtain funding under the Broadband for Seniors initiative. A further new
computer will be added to the Seniors Kiosk with internet access in the Library and $2,000 funding has been secured
for training. Watch out next year for some training courses being held at the Library.
KEEPING SHEEP IN THE TOWN AREA
Following the adoption and the implementation of the new Local Laws residents of the Shire are advised that only
one (1) sheep per premise is allowed to be kept in any town area within the Shire.
Council will allow you to keep two (2) sheep per premise that were on the property prior to the adoption of the new
Local Laws until one (1) of the sheep is removed from the premise either by being relocated or death.
Residents of the Shire keeping sheep are reminded that all livestock (included sheep) once removed from their place
of birth should have an NLIS eartag. You are also required to register your property (no matter how small) with the
Department of Agriculture Fisheries and Forestry. Further information can be obtained by contacting the
Departments Call Centre by phone 13 25 23.
ANIMAL PIT
Before conveying seemingly dead animals to the Animal Pit community members are requested to contact the owner
of the animal or contact the Council Office to enable identification to take place. By doing this officers can check the
registration tags before disposal. Many animal owners would prefer to bury their family pets privately.
Thanks for your cooperation.
QUEENSLAND GOVENMENT CONCESSIONS ONLINE
With a Seniors Card, Seniors business Discount Card or Carer Business Card, you can enjoy great savings at more than
7000 Queensland businesses participating in the Qld Government’s business discount scheme. If your are not a
current cardholder, you can apply online at www.qld.gov.au/seniorscard or www.qld.gov.au/carercard.

AUSTRALIAN SECURITIES AND INVESTMENTS COMMISSION
The Australian Securities and Investments Commission has launched a new Small Business Hub to help small business
know and better understand their compliance obligations.
The Small Business Hub is the result of ASIC consulting various small business stakeholders and conducting an on-line
survey. ASIC received feedback that small businesses wanted access to information that was relevant, practical and
easy to access and understand. The Small Business Hub is an information gateway that provides easy to read
material and signposts users to more detailed information. The main features of the Small Business Hub include :


general information about small business,



starting a small business,



compliance obligations for companies and business names,



closing a small business,



various resources, including one minute guides on a variety of useful small business topics,



top 10 small business inquiries made to ASIC and associated links to assist with these,



small business eNewsletter.

For more information about the Small Business Hub see http://www.asic.gov.au/asic/asic.nsf/byHeadline/13303MR%20ASIC%20launches%20online%20hub%20to%20support%20small%20business?opendocument
The Small Business Hub can be accessed on the front page of the ASIC website or www.asic.gov.au/small-business
Subscribe to ASIC's small business eNewsletter and keep up to date with new initiatives, services and developments
at http://www.asic.gov.au/asic/asic.nsf/byheadline/ASIC+Small+Business+eNewsletter?openDocument

FOR YOUR INFORMATION

Dr Fielding will be visiting Quilpie on
Thursday 16th January from 9.30 – 3pm
Dr Birrell will be visiting
Thursday 30th January 8.30am – 12 noon
PLEASE NOTE: Dates and times are subject ot change
For appointments please ring CWAATSICH – 4656 1391
QUILPIE MEDICAL PRACTICE
Consulting hours Monday to Friday
8.30am – 12.30pm and 1.30pm to 4.30pm
Phone 07 4656 1158
FOR AMBULANCE AND EMERGENCIES RING 000

Firefighters needed!
Quilpie Fire Brigade has a number of positions currently available. It is the responsibility of the
Quilpie community to provide staffing for the Quilpie Fire Brigade. Having a brigade in town
provides protection in times of fire, hazardous material incidents and road crashes and rescues.
Staff also provide public safety advice to the general public and school children. Having an
effective brigade is important to maintaining a level of safety in the community in time of
emergency.
The QFES supplies the necessary equipment and appliance, PPE and training while the town
supplies the staff. If we do not have enough firefighters to attend an incident safely, crews will
have to be dispatched from the nearest brigade, being Charleville, at least 2hrs away.
Due to work commitments, leave and other situations, at times there may only be a very small
number of Auxiliary firefighters available to attend an incident from the Quilpie station.
To be an Auxiliary Firefighter you must be able to meet the following expectations;
Pass a criminal history check, pass a medical examination, comply with the standard regarding
facial hair, live within a few minutes drive from the station, obtain a MR drivers licence within
12mths of starting (at your expense), attend at least 75% of training, attend 50% of incidents if
possible, complete all necessary training weekends (normally in Charleville) - 8 weekends
initially to be fully qualified and carry out duties and attend extra training sessions as required.
Without community support there is a possibility the Auxiliary station could close.
If you are interested in helping to keep our community protected, please contact Captain Roger
Volz (0428 769 726) or FF Grant Proctor for further information and an application package.

NO CREW, NO STATION, NO RESPONSE

COUNCIL MEETING
The next Ordinary Meeting of Council will be held on Tuesday 21st January 2014.
ARE YOU WANTING TO KEEP UP TO DATE WITH WHAT IS GOING ON WITH COUNCIL?
Keep in touch at www.quilpie.qld.gov.au
Latest news, events and notices
Fees and Charges
Tenders and Quotes and Job Vacancies
NOT GETTING COUNCIL NEWSLETTERS AND INFORMATION BY EMAIL?
If you wish to be on the Quilpie Shire email list please contact the Administration Office

RURAL PROPERTY MAPPING QUESTIONNAIRE – DISASTER MANAGEMENT
Quilpie Shire Council is currently updating its records to ensure that in the case of a natural or
other disaster, emergency services are able to assist rural residents in a timely and efficient
manner.
A rural property mapping questionnaire has been sent to residents of all Shire properties. If you
live on a rural property (not in the town area) and have not received a form, you can download it
from Council’s website www.quilpie.qld.gov.au.
We ask that you peruse and complete the attached survey as thoroughly as possible and return it
to Quilpie Shire Council administration office at your earliest convenience. If there are additional
families / houses on the property please include all resident details, or alternatively complete
another survey.
Council thanks you for your cooperation with this important matter. Should you have any
enquiries please do not hesitate Council’s Manager Corporate Services, Mrs Lisa Hamlyn, at this
office.

Quilpie Pool Opening hours 2013-2014 Christmas
School Holidays
Monday

6-8.30am

3-7pm

Tuesday

6-8.30am

3-7pm

Wednesday

Closed

3-6pm

Thursday

6-8.30am

3-7pm

Friday

6-8.30am

3-7pm

Saturday

6-11am

3-9pm

Sunday

8-11am

3-6pm

Note change to normal hours

CLOSED – Christmas Day, Boxing Day and New Year’s Day

PUBLIC HOLIDAYS - Open 8-10am and 3-6pm

Terri-Ann and David wish all community members a very happy Christmas and
thank you and the local businesses for support given throughout year

QUILPIE SHIRE LIBRARY will be closed from MONDAY 23RD DECEMBER
The library will reopen on MONDAY 6TH JANUARY
Call in & borrow some great Holiday reads!
Huge selection of Fiction, Non Fiction, Picture Books, Junior Fiction & Non Fiction
Also available – DVD’S, Kids Cartoons & Audio Books
Special selection of Christmas novels
Picture books & DVD’S available to get you in the holiday mood!
Loads of FREE magazines if you are looking for a light read!
Janet, Tracey, Sue, Michelle & Monica wish all the community a
very Merry Christmas & a wonderful New Year and safe travels to those
heading away.

LIFELINE Darling Downs & South West Qld Ltd

FAMILY COUNSELLING SERVICE

Confidential counselling sessions for individuals, couples and families are available.
Strategies to help manage mental health challenges including personal and family stress, anxiety, relationships,
depression, anger and behaviour regulation, trauma life events, life transitions, grief and loss, social stigma and
isolation, family adjustments to change.
Therapeutic approaches include Cognitive Therapy, Acceptance and Commitment, Mindfulness and
Interpersonal Neurobiology.
For referral or confidential appointments please contact, Jim Campion MCounPACFA, Ph 46883740, Mobile
0428384814 or email jcampion@lifelinedarlingdowns.org.au

Parks & Gardens Team show
Landscaping skills have come
to the fore with the Curlew
Estate sign garden
“now blooming beautifully”

Watch this spot below Brolga Street Median Strips Gardens
Now planted out with seedlings

Works Construction Team:
Adavale Charleville Road 2012 Flood Damage Restoration
Currently 2 crews one on flood damage restoration and the other crew maintaining the haul road & leads to the
construction site.
As of the commencement of pay period 12 approximately $500,000 had been spent to date with a similar amount
yet to complete the restoration works.

Adavale Charleville road 2012 Flood
Damage Restoration works

Works Maintenance Team including R & M Signage Team:
Main Roads Reseal Preparation, Pinkilla camp demobilization & mobilization to Adavale for crews on Adavale
Charleville and the Adavale Blackall roads projects
Numerous sign replacements on main roads for RMPC, further similar signage replacement works are programmed
for December.
Grid replacements on MR 7101 Quilpie Adavale Red Road:
These grids have been installed through a special grids allocation from TMR determined needs from the RMPC
backlog register.

New Grid # 11 on Quilpie Adavale Red Road MR 7101

New Grid # 13 on Quilpie Adavale Red Road MR
7101

Works Concrete Team:
Ingeberry Road Flood Damage works rehabilitation of existing crossing on main Bulloo river floodway underway and
to be completed in December
Ingeberry Road & main Bulloo River floodway prior to restoration
works commencing

Almost there.....Ingeberry Road & main Bulloo River
floodway.
Works are almost complete on this project.

Technical Services
Gravel Pit licensing continues along with the hand back of Main Roads gravel pits registrations following the
completion of the flood damage restoration works by Aramira.
Rural Addressing numbering is nearing completion with the maintenance crew finishing of these activities with some
outlying property numbers & posts being finalised.

Building Maintenance Team
Eromanga Housing & Sheds Construction are almost completed, with 1 shed sheeted and roof to be finished by the
Plumber. 2nd shed was to commence construction on the 26th November.
Security Fence at the Eromanga Waste Water Overflow pond is erected and just waiting on gates to be installed.

Image shows new
House sheds at
Eromanga under
construction by
QSC Tradesmen

Cr Jenny Hewson received her Certificate of
Service for 15 years Service to Local Government
at the recent LGAQ Annual Conference which was
held in Cairns and attended by Quilpie Shire Mayor
and Councillors and CEO.
Jenny is pictured with Margaret de Wit, President
of LGAQ and Hon David Crisafulli MP Member for
Mundingburra Minister for Local Government.

Council’s Free Tree Offer to Ratepayers
Whilst the majority of trees ordered through Council’s free tree offer have been distributed, there has been a
delay in receiving the Tuckaroo’s and Poinciana’s. These trees will be delivered early in the New Year.
Quilpie Common
Council has purchased non-urea lick blocks which will be distributed on the Quilpie Common as an interim
measure to assist the stock during this current dry period.
Quilpie Digital Television
The digital television services are now all back on air. Council apologises for the inconvenience that the recent
disruption may have caused and would like to thank you for your patience in regard to this matter.
Wild Dog Scalps
The community is reminded that the wild dog bonus payment has been reduced to $50.00 per scalp, caught /
destroyed inside or outside the Wild Dog Barrier Fence, within Quilpie Shire. To be eligible to claim the wild dog
bonus payment the following conditions must be met:









Relevant Statutory Declaration must be completed (available from the Council office) and signed by the
landholder of the property on which the dog was destroyed. The Statutory Declaration must be
witnessed by a Justice of the Peace.
GPS points or a map of the property indicating where the dog/s were destroyed must accompany the
Statutory Declaration.
A copy of the Claimants’ drivers licence must accompany the Statutory Declaration
The scalps must be delivered to the Council office or sighted by the Wild Dog Control Officer or the
Rural Lands Officer.
The scalps must be dried or frozen (decomposing or smelling scalps will not be accepted)
The scalp must be a full scalp – not just the ears and nose
Scalps must be suitably packaged (not open plastic bags)

The wild dog bonus payment was decreased to fund the employment of an additional wild dog trapper (term
contract). If you have a wild dog problem on your property, please contact Council’s Wild Dog Control Officer,
Damien McNair through the Council office 07 46560500.

THIS HAS NOW BEEN EXTENDED TO 24TH JANUARY AND THE PAVERS WILL BE LAID IN THE FRONT AREA OF THE
HALL.

Quilpie Shire Council Student Bursary Program
2014
The Bursary program is an initiative of the Quilpie Shire Council. It provides an exciting opportunity for
residents aged under 25 years residing within the Quilpie Shire to undertake training or study, which may
have previously seemed unattainable. The program is about enhancing opportunities for young people
and ultimately improving the quality of life for all in South West Queensland.
This program promotes the potential of our young shire residents, by allowing them a unique opportunity
to further their education and skills. The program is open to residents under 25 years and may be used for
study or training in any chosen field. The Student Bursary may be offered for up to $5,000.00 a year for a
maximum of two years.
To be eligible for this Bursary Program you must be:




A resident of the Quilpie Shire aged under 25
Not be a past recipient of a Quilpie Shire Bursary
Apply as an individual (in exceptional circumstances, consideration may be given to joint
applications).

Applications for a bursary will be evaluated on the basis of:


Potential of the applicant’s training or study to benefit the Quilpie Shire and / or regional
community.
 Personal ability of the applicant to complete the training or study and excel in their chosen field.
 Likelihood of the applicant being able to complete the training or study without Quilpie Shire
Bursary assistance.
If you need a hand to realise your dream of achievement, yet lack the resources to fulfil that dream, please
contact Monica at the Quilpie Shire Council by email community@quilpie.qld.gov.au or phone 0746560508
or mobile 0409358458. The Application closing date is Tuesday 28 th January, 2014. Applications received
after this date will not be eligible.

Rainfall and Road Reports
Council encourages all landholders to report rain fall and road conditions to the Council Office:
Phone: 07 46560500
Fax. 07 46561441
Email: admin@quilpie.qld.gov.au
Awareness of the location of rain will assist Council in works planning and road maintenance issues.
Christmas in the Bush
Council wishes to thank everyone who supported Outback Connection & Rural Ministry Services “Christmas in
the Bush” on 3rd December 2013. A special thank you goes to those people who generously donated their time
to cook the Sausage Sizzle and organise the fruit and drinks and to the Quilpie Business Support Group who
kindly funded the Sausage Sizzle and refreshments. Special thanks to the Salvation Army for the great gifts!

Mulga Mates Centre Inc.
Now offering:
Day Care, Kindergarten, Before and After School Care. Vacation Care
Opening hours: Monday to Friday 8am to 5pm
For further information or to book your child in please call the Centre on
Ph 4656 1182

Christmas Raffle – Drawn Thursday 19th December
1stPrize CHRISTMAS ENTERTAINER’S WHEELBARROW
Hamper contains: 1125ml Rum, 1 Carton Mid-Strength, 2 bottles wine, chutney’s and all your
xmas entertaining nibblies – chips, softdrinks, biccies, dips, cheese, nuts, chocolates, pretzels,
lollies, Bon Bons & the Wheelbarrow it comes in. Valued at over $300.
2nd Prize ½ Ham
3rd Prize Food Hydrator
A Special thanks to the Quilpie Hardware, the Imperial, and the Club for their generous donations and to all our
parents for who donated.

Mulga Mates News
We are proud to announce that Mulga Mates Centre is OPEN and is now offering long day care, kindergarten,
outside school hours and vacation care AND CCB APPROVED!!! It has been a busy year for our centre and with the
recent completion of renovations seen our doors close on Limited Hours Care and open 7 weeks later to the
multiservice centre we are currently operating. Our service is now operational from 8am till 5pm – 50 weeks a year
and licensed for 24 places with a limited amount of places available for our OSHC and vacation care, please contact
our director, Natalie O’Toole, for more information and current available spots on 4656 1182.
The extension of the building was made possible from numerous funding sources,
community members and contractors. Proudly Supported and Funded by
Queensland and Federal Government and Quilpie Shire Council. We would like to
acknowledge all our contractors that went above and beyond expectations – CG
Thompson Pty Ltd – our builder, Potters Electrical, Donohue Construction, DR & KE
Quinn Painters, Al the plumber, Kev Richardson our Centre dad’s Cam, Shaun, Mick
and Christian and all the others that helped us through the transition it has been a
long process and only made possible by dedication and support of centre parents,
current and previous committees and their members and the our community.
THANK YOU!!!!
We would also like to thank all the community members and business that have donated their time, services and
items to the centre’s various events this year, we appreciate and greatly receive all contributions of every type as
your generosity is what keeps our doors open and centre operating.

The Old Fella
We are excited to host ‘The Old Fella’ on the 8 th March 2014!!! He will be doing a
comedy show to raise funds for our centre next year!!! Please keep an eye out for
more details and tickets will be on sale in January. This is one show I wouldn’t miss
for quids!!!

POLICE NEWS
A recent review of Unauthorised use of a Motor vehicle and Unauthorised Entry of a Motor vehicle
by the state Government has revealed the majority of the thefts have occurred when the vehicle has
been unlocked and/or keys left in the vehicle.
While Quilpie is a relatively safe community it is an offence to leave keys in the vehicle and leave the
vehicle unlocked.
213(3) Driver failed to switch off engine before leaving vehicle 2594 $44
213(4) Driver failed to remove ignition key with no-one 16 years or older remaining in vehicle 2595
$44
213(5) Driver failed to lock the vehicle after leaving vehicle 2596 $44
Please beware that when you go on holidays it is your responsibility to lock and secure your vehicle.
The fact sheet on the new Hoon legislation is the new laws introduced to help stop hooning. A
couple of points to take note of are,
1. If you a caught for any Type 2 offence, for the first offence there is NO impoundment,
however if your caught again committing the same offence within 5 years including any from
2010 onwards the impoundment procedure with start.
2. And the main point Quilpie Police wish to note is to the person/s doing the burn outs on the
outskirts of town, the first offence is 90 days impoundment. And we don’t supply tissues.
Any questions please contact us or go to the Queensland Transport web site.

Councillors and staff from
the Quilpie Shire Council
would like to wish all
residents and their families a
Merry Christmas and a
Happy New Year.

WROUGHT IRON
SCHOOL & WORKSHOP
TO BE HELD AT MOBLE STATION
22nd/23rd MARCH 2014
This workshop offers a great opportunity to learn
the art of welding and creating whatever you’d
like to design with iron.
It’s a wonderful weekend which ends with a
rewarding completed iron works to take home.
Please contact Josie
Martyr on 0427 036 984 or email
josie.martyr@elders.com.au if you
would like to book for the workshop.

(The running of this workshop does require
suitable numbers)

VOICES OF QUILPIE
Watch out for some exciting news regarding Voices of Quilpie currently being planned
with the workshops scheduled 17/18th January.
Further information will be going out as it comes to hand.

DATE CLAIMER
QUICKSHEARS – TOOMPINE

Quilpie Shire Council needs your 2014 Event Dates to enable advertising of events in
publications which are being printed and promoted as well as regular weekly radio
interviews. If you would like QSC to promote your events please contact Monica James on
Ph 4656 0508, Mobile 0409 358 458 or community@quilpie.qld.gov.au

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 2013/2014
Hospital Auxiliary Bowls Fundraiser Night at Quilpie Club

December

14

December

22

Christmas Mass Toompine 1.30pm

December

22

Christmas Mass – St. Finbarr’s at 6pm

December

25

SANTA ARRIVES WITH PRESENTS

January 2014

15

School Holiday Fun Activities at Quilpie Shire Hall 2pm – 4pm

Sue Carr

January

17/18

Voices of Quilpie

Monica James

January

22

School Holiday Fun Activities at Quilpie Shire Hall 2pm – 4pm

Sue Carr

January

24

Australia Day Celebrations and Awards

Starts at 7pm

Hospital

Monica or
Janet at QSC

January/February 31- 21

Quilpie Sports Exhibition at QSC Gallery

VIC

March

8th

I Wouldn’t be Dead for Quids – The Old Fella at Shire Hall

Mulga Mates

March/April

28-24

Perfectly Purple Exhibition at QSC Gallery

VIC

April

12

Toompine Quickshears

Toompine Hotel

April

18-20

Eromanga Rodeo, Campdraft and Gymkhana

David Murray

April

20

Toompine Clay Target Easter Shoot

Toompine
Progress Assoc

April

24

Twilight Service

Monica or Janet

April

25

ANZAC Day Services

Monica or Janet

May

3/4

Adavale Rodeo

Tracey Sargent

May

10

Quilpie Diggers Race Club Race Meeting

Sophie Turner

Quilpie and District Church Services
Sunday 22nd December – 1.30pm Christmas Mass in Toompine
Sunday 22nd December – 6pm Christmas Mass St. Finbarr’s Quilpie 6pm

